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MESSAGE FROM T H E NAML PRESIDENT

Welcome to the 2019 National Association of Muslim Lawyers' annual
conference! We are thrilled to see your continued attendance, enthusiasm
and support. Every year, NAML strengthens and grows thanks to members
like you.
This year, NAML renewed its confidence in inclusive and ethical
leadership. In addition to creating an ethics committee and procedure, the
board committed itself to an introspective look at its bylaws and exploring
ways in which our governance can be improved. Building and maintaining a
solid foundation does not always earn the limelight, but by building our core,
we ensure our ability to be ready for it.
Part of NAML's inclusive and ethical leadership means keeping an eye toward
bringing new and diverse voices to the table. We have renewed our
commitment to ensuring that the next generation of Muslim lawyers is
welcomed into our community. I have asked each NAML board member to
reach out to and mentor Muslim law students at their local law schools. I
encourage each of you to do the same.
We will continue to weigh in on issues of importance to the Muslim legal
community. This year, we partnered with CAIR, Muslim Advocates, and the
ACLU to host a special webinar on the impact of a Muslim Brotherhood terrorism
designation with esteemed attorneys from our community sharing their
knowledge. We also held a reception with Faiz Shakir, a Muslim attorney serving
as campaign manager for a major Presidential candidate, to discuss the 2020
presidential elections.
The NAML board and conference committees have demonstrated their passion
and enthusiasm for connecting our national community. I encourage you to
connect with your fellow attendees not just this weekend, but to continue and
foster these relationships afterward as well. As your hosts for the weekend, we
are excited to connect with each and every one of you. We look forward to
building a stronger, more diverse, and inclusive national community.

Sincerely,

Aliya S. Khalidi
Aliya S. Khalidi
President
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ABOUT NAML

NAML (National Association of Muslim Lawyers) is the premiere p r o f e s s i o n a l association for
Muslim lawyers and legal professionals in the United States. We serve this diverse community through
providing networking and mentorship services, organizing educational programs on current legal
topics of interest, supporting regional Muslim bar associations, and serving the law-related needs
of the general public through community service efforts.
NAML began in 1996 as an email listserv (now with over 800 members), and quickly evolved
over the next few years to become formally incorporated as a nonprofit professional organization.
NAML’s hallmark events are our national conferences, which are held in major cities around the
country, and have featured keynote addresses from key legal figures such as Senator Richard Durbin,
Senator Russ Feingold, and California Supreme Court Justice Carlos Moreno, among others.
In 2016, NAML’s board of directors was restructured to represent the major regional Muslim
bar associations around the country. This nationally-networked team now leads NAML’s activities
with a focus on the active and rapidly changing professional landscape for Muslim lawyers.
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BECOME A NAML MEMBER
NAML is a professional organization dedicated to serving American Muslim legal professionals
through the following objectives:
1. Promote professional networking and mentorship among Muslim legal professionals and
law students in the United States;
2. Support the growth of local Muslim Bar Associations; and
3. Serve the general public through volunteerism and community service efforts.
Benefits of membership include:
Eligibility to run for “at large” positions on the Board of Directors
Access to use and enter your information in the NAML Member Directory
Receive discounts on NAML conferences and CLE programs
Join the Listserv:
The NAML Listerv hosts vibrant conversations, news, and sharing of expertise for over 800
professionals in the United States, including law professors, judges, students, paralegals, and
attorneys in the private, non-profit, and government sectors.
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NAML BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Gadeir Abbas (Director at Large)
Caleb Avraham (GAML) Abid Aziz (BAMBA)
Dewnya Bazzi (MMBA)
Samy Harmoush (MBASC)
Ally Hack (AMAL)
Zain Jinnah (CAMBA)
Meryum Khan Ali (NEMBA)
Zubair Khan (MBAC)
Mahsa Khanbabai (Director at Large)
Asifa Quraishi-Landes (Director at Large)
Asad Rahman (DFWMBA)
Asad Rizvi (New Jersey)
Arsalan Safiullah (MBAH)
Zain Sayed (NMLSA)
John Vandenberg (Philadelphia)
Bilal Zaheer (Director at Large)
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NAML OFFICERS
President | Aliya S. Khalidi
Aliya S. Khalidi serves as an Assistant District Attorney and Director of
Hiring, Training, and Professional Development for Middlesex District
Attorney Marian T. Ryan. During her time with the Middlesex District
Attorney’s Office, she prosecuted both misdemeanor and felony offenses
in both the trial courts and juvenile courts. She also writes appellate briefs
and conducts appellate arguments. In 2018, she was honored as Mentor
of the Year by the South Asian Bar Association of Greater Boston. In
2017, she was accepted into the Women’s Bar Association’s Women’s
Leadership Initiative. In 2012, she was honored as one of India New
England’s Woman of the Year finalists.
President-Elect | Saleema Snow
Saleema Snow is an Associate Professor of Law at the University of the
District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law. Her scholarship
focuses on poverty law and the intersection of poverty, gender, and
property deprivation. Prior to academia, for sixteen years she worked as
a legal services attorney representing low-income clients in the District
of Columbia and rural Georgia. She is the current President of
KARAMAH: Muslim Women Lawyers for Human Rights and former
Vice-President of the Capital Area Muslim Bar Association. She also
serves on the Board of Governors of the D.C. Bar Association, the
largest unified bar in the country.
Vice-President | Sehrish Siddiqui
Sehrish Siddiqui counsels a wide variety of public companies primarily
in the areas of corporate finance, compliance and governance. She has
served as counsel to underwriters, agents and issuers for more than 100
initial public offerings, follow-on offerings and at-the-market programs
of various NYSE- and Nasdaq-traded entities. Her national and
international clients include healthcare companies, real estate
investment trusts, business development companies, retail and
consumer product companies and investment banks. Prior to joining her
firm, Sehrish interned at the SEC in the Office of the Inspector General, assisting with internal
audits and investigations.
Secretary | Yasir Billoo
Yasir Billoo is founding partner of International Law Partners LLP in
Hollywood, Florida. Yasir is an experienced attorney whose experience
ranges from representing large Fortune 500 companies in complex
litigation and appeals in state and federal court, to helping small
business owners with simple agreements and legal consulting.
Currently, Yasir focuses his practices on international and US business
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NAML OFFICERS
and real estate transactions, and complex commercial litigation. Yasir is a founding member and
Past President of the Florida Muslim Bar Association.
Treasurer | Hina Hussain
Hina Hussain is an attorney with the Federal Election Commission,
Administrative Law Division. She provides guidance on all legal issues
related to the internal operations of the agency, including employment,
collective bargaining, fiscal and appropriations, contract, and public
disclosure. Prior to joining the FEC, Hina worked as an associate at
Joseph, Greenwald, and Laake P.A. in the litigation group representing
clients in a wide variety of matters.
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM
Friday, November 1, 2019
1:00 – 9:00 p.m.

REGISTRATION
Outside Palm 2

1:30 – 2:30 p.m.

JUM’A PRAYER (KHATIB: BASSEM CHAABAN)
Palm 5

2:30 - 3:00 p.m.

CONFERENCE ORGANIZERS MEETING
Palm 4

3:00 – 4:00 p.m.

REGIONAL MUSLIM BAR ASSOCIATIONS
MEET & GREET
Palm 3

4:00 - 4:45 p.m.

NAML MEMBERS MEETING
Palm 3

5:00 - 5:15 p.m.

‘ASR PRAYER
Palm 5

5:30 - 6:30 p.m.

NAML BOARD OF DIRECTORS
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
Palm 3

7:00 p.m.

MAGHRIB PRAYER
Palm 5

7:30 – 11:00 p.m.

DINNER AT SPLITSVILLE, DISNEY SPRINGS
Sponsored by SATURNA CAPITAL

www.naml.inf
o

CONFERENCE PROGRAM
Saturday, November 2, 2019
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

REGISTRATION
Outside Palm 1
Childcare services in Palm 2

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

EXHIBIT HALL
Hallway outside Palm 1 and Palm 2

8:00 – 9:00 a.m.

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
Palm 1

9:00 - 9:30 a.m.

OPENING REMARKS
Palm 1

● Aliya Khalidi, NAML President
● Khurrum Wahid, founding member and past President of
Florida Muslim Bar Association
● Justice Alan Lawson, Florida Supreme Court
● Dori Foster-Morales, President-elect, Florida Bar
● Yasir Billoo, NAML Secretary, 2019 NAML Conference Chair
9:30 – 10:45 a.m.

PLENARY SESSION

From Tech Disruption to Techlash
Palm 1
Join us for an engaging discussion on the promise and challenges
associated with technology companies that lead various sectors into a new
era, including internet search, online financial and retail services, and
social media platforms. Even traditional industries now utilize technology
as a major driver of their business activities. What are the political and
legal issues at stake in relation to fair competition, personal data
collection, ethical use of artificial intelligence, censorship, and digital
election manipulation? The panel will consider whether increased
regulatory scrutiny can – or should – rein in the perceived dominance of
Big TechBic.
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•
•
•
•
•

Mohamed Yusuf M. Mohamed, Deputy General Counsel, Employment
and Immigration, Tesla
Usman Ahmed, Head of Public Policy, PayPal
Lukman Azeez, Associate, Wiley Rein
Sabeen Malik, Product Policy, Google
Moderator: Sehrish Siddiqui, Partner, Bass, Berry & Sims, NAML Vice
President

10:45 – 11:15 a.m.

EXHIBIT HALL AND NETWORKING BREAK

11:15 – 12:30 p.m.

PARALLEL SESSIONS:

A New Generation of Prosecutors
Palm 3
The Criminal Justice system is undergoing reform. Up until recently, this reform
has focused on judges, defense attorneys, juries, and police officers. What about
the prosecutor? Join us to explore ways in which prosecutors can use their power
for social change.
● Awais Khaleel, Assistant District Attorney, Dane County WI
● Aliya Khalidi, Assistant District Attorney, Middlesex County, MA
& NAML President
● Raafia Lari, Assistant Attorney General, Texas Attorney General
● Moderator: Sarah Usman, Office of the State Attorney, 4th Judicial Circuit,
Florida
Free Speech and Foreign Nations: The Proliferation of Boycott, Divestment,
and Sanctions (BDS) Laws
Palm 4
As the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) movement grows in size and
prominence, a proliferation of state laws--and a few federal bills --have emerged as
a legislative effort to make such activism more difficult. An MSA in Arizona, state
employees in Kansas and Texas, and public school students have all fallen within
the scope of so-called anti-BDS laws. This panel will survey the state of play of
this issue, exploring the free speech implications of these laws and how courts have,
so far, responded.
●
●
●
●

Gadeir Abbas, Senior Litigation Attorney, CAIR, NAML Director at Large
Dima Khalid, Director, Palestine Legal
Hassan Shibly, Executive Director, CAIR Florida
Moderator: Khurrum Wahid, Partner, Wahid Vizcaino LLP
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What’s the Trumpdate? Understanding the Immigration Chaos
Palm 5
Immigration law has always been a creature of politics and the times, but there
has been perhaps no time when matters of immigration have assumed a more
central role in the national discourse. This panel of expert practitioners will take
a deep dive on the most significant legal developments in the filed--from evergrowing issues regarding naturalization, to the Trump Administration's public
charge rule, and the latest on the Muslim Ban. The panel will also address
systemic efforts underway to change the way immigration in the United States
works for immigrants and the many Muslim lawyers who represent them.
● Saman Movassaghi-Gonzalez, Managing Partner, Florida Immigration Law
Counsel
● Shahzad Ahmed, Senior Partner, Brink Immigration
● Hiba Ghalib, Partner, Kuck Baxter
● Mahsa Khanbabai, Khanbabai Law Offices, NAML Director at Large
● John Vandenberg, Partner, Hogan & Vandenberg, NAML Board of Directors
● Moderator: Afia Yunus, Yunus Law
Civil Rights Enforcement from the Perspective of
the U.S. Department of Justice (USDOJ)
Poincetta
Come hear how the Department of Justice is enforcing the civil rights of Muslim
Americans in the areas of hate crimes, religious land use, education and more, and
how it is protecting the human rights of Muslims abroad. This panel features
NAML members who are career attorneys from the DOJ’s Civil Rights Division,
Criminal Division's Human Rights Prosecution section, and a U.S. Attorney’s
office.
● Mazen Basrawi, Trial Attorney, USDOJ Civil Rights Division
● Bahram Samie, Assistant U.S. Attorney, U.S. Attorney’s Office, District of
Minnesota
● Mona Sahaf, Trial Attorney, USDOJ
● Aziz Ahmad, Trial Attorney, USDOJ Educational Opportunities
● Moderator: Nimra Azmi, Muslim Advocates
12:30 - 2:00 p.m.

LUNCH
Palm 1

Remarks from:
● Representative Darren Soto, U.S. House of Representatives
● Introduction by Yasir Billoo, Partner, International Law Partners, NAML
Secretary
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2:15 p.m.

DHUHR PRAYER
Palm 2

2:30 – 3:45 p.m.

PARALLEL SESSIONS

Civil Rights: From Everyday Discrimination to Interrogations
Palm 3
Our panel of experts will cover discrimination that Muslim communities face in
their everyday lives, including being denied permits to build mosques,
interrogated at airports, harassed by law enforcement to spy on mosques, and
asked to remove their hijab. The panel will also address the legal resources and
avenues available to respond to these challenges.
● Ramzi Kassem, Professor of Law, City University of New York School of Law
● Edward Mitchell, Executive Director, CAIR Georgia
● Madihha Ahusain, Muslim Advocates
● Moderator: Muhammad Faridi, Partner, Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler,
LLP
“How can you defend those people?” and other Ramadan Iftar Questions
Palm 4
Hear Muslim defenders discuss their motivations to work in criminal defense, how
and why they represent the criminally accused including the guilty, 4th, 5th, 6th
and 8th amendment jurisprudence, shared values between American and Islamic
law on crime and punishment, and hot button topics like Serial/Adnan Syed, the
Central Park 5, ending mass incarceration and criminal justice reform.
● Yasin Amba, Office of the Public Defender, 9th Judicial Circuit, Florida
● Urooj Khan, Public Defender, Bronx Defenders
● Muna Abraham, Office of the Public Defender, 9th Judicial Circuit, Florida
● Moderator: Sajid A. Khan, Deputy Public Defender, Santa Clara County
Office of the Public Defender
Not Running Scared: Muslim Americans and Public Office
Palm 5
For years, Muslim Americans were simultaneously among the easiest political
targets and the least represented groups in Americans politics. Recently, there's
been a thawing of the political environment for Muslim Americans. From
outspoken members of the United States House of Representatives to mayors of
small cities, a record number of Muslims have run and been elected to office over
the last few years. This panel will include former Muslim American candidates
and successful elected officials from within the Muslim community imparting
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wisdom based on their experiences. Panelists will also present a frank explanation
of what it takes to get elected and how to organize local blocs of Muslim voters.

•
•
•
•

Saleemah Abdul-Ghafur, Board Chairwoman for Georgia Muslim Voter
Project
Sen. Mujtaba Mohammad, North Carolina State Senate
Khurrum Wahid, Partner, Wahid Vizcaino LLP, and former candidate for
Coral Springs City Commission
Moderator: Awais Khaleel, Assistant District Attorney, Dane County (WI)
District Attorney’s Office

Beyond the Resume: Creating Career Opportunities
Poincetta
Whether seeking an entry-level position or lateral partnership, career success is
more than having a strong resume. Attorneys from diverse practice areas will
discuss their career progression, challenges faced, and hiring tips. Panelists will
also provide insight into opaque topics, such as firm culture, transitioning between
the public and private sectors, and identity politics.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Judge David Shaheed, Marion Superior Court (retired), Associate
Professor, IUPUI School of International and Public Affairs
Miriam Eqab, Managing Counsel, Tesla, Inc.
Hussein Akhavannik, Partner, Baker and Hostetler LLP
Nadia B. Ahmad, Associate Professor, Barry University School of Law,
NAML 2019 Conference Program Co-Chair
Zahra Khan, Partner, International Law Partners LLP
Adeel Mangi, Partner, Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
Moderator: Fatima Hassan Ali, Associate, Jones Day

3:45 - 4:15 p.m.

NETWORKING BREAK

4:15 - 5:30 p.m.

PLENARY SESSION

#MeToo: Legal Remedies and Social Responsibilities
Palm 1
The #MeToo Movement amplified dialogue about sexual assault and sexual
harassment in virtually every industry and community, and American Muslims
are no exception. The growing awareness led the ABA to amend its Model Rules.
Some mosques are considering new codes of conduct. This panel will
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provide a legal update and explore best practices for addressing sex-based
assault and harassment.

•
•
•
•
•

Reem Elkhaldi, Attorney at Law
Susan Adams, Senior Counsel for Intel
Taghrid Hassan, Hassan Law
Muizz Rafique, Associate General Counsel (Global Employment),
Coinbase
Moderator: Rahmah Abdulaleem, KARAMAH

5:45 p.m.

ASR PRAYER
Palm 5

6:00 – 6:50 p.m.

PRACTICE GROUP RECEPTIONS

●
●
●
●

Public Interest/Civil Rights/Academia (Outside Foyer)
In-house and Big Law (Palm 3)
Solos and Small Firms (Palm 4)
Criminal Law (defense and prosecution) (Palm 5)

7:00 p.m.

MAGHRIB PRAYER
Palm 2

7:30 – 10:00 p.m.

CLOSING DINNER
Palm 1

Keynote Address: “The Islamic Secular: Law and Beyond”
by Dr. Sherman Jackson, King Faisal Chair in Islamic Thought and Culture;
Professor of Religion and American Studies and Ethnicity,
University of Southern California
Introduction by Asifa Quraishi-Landes, Professor of Law, University of Wisconsin Law
School
Director-at-Large Election Results: announced by Aliya Khalidi, NAML President
Closing Remarks, Saleema Snow, NAML President-Elect
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CONFERENCE SPEAKERS
GADEIR ABBAS
Gadeir Abbas is an Attorney for the Council on AmericanIslamic Relations’ headquarters in Washington D.C. His
litigated the successful landmark challenge to Oklahoma’s
“anti-sharia” State Question 755, and for American Muslims
surveilled by warrantless GPS tracking devices, placed on
federal terrorist watch lists, and prevented from building
schools and mosques by discriminatory zoning laws. He
has been featured in the NYT, Washington Post, Associated
Press, National Public Radio, The Guardian, MSNBC, and
CNN. Gadeir served as President of NAML in 2018, and
currently serves as a Director at Large.

RAHMAH A. ABDULALEEM
Rahmah A. Abdulaleem is the Executive Director of
KARAMAH: Muslim Women Lawyers for Human
Rights. Ms. Abdulaleem graduated from Duke
University with a double major in Religion and
Sociology and a Certificate in Markets &
Management Studies, and obtained her Juris
Doctorate from the University of Michigan Law
School. Ms. Abdulaleem is a frequent presenter at
continuing legal education programs and works as
an online arbitrator for small claims. Prior to joining
KARAMAH, Ms. Abdulaleem represented clients
in a variety of automotive and pharmaceutical actions
at King & Spalding LLP.

SALEEMAH ABDUL-GHAFUR
Saleemah Abdul-Ghafur is an author and
activist related to faith-based initiatives and
gender equality in Islam. She works
with Malaria No More, a leading non-profit
formed to advance the United Nations
Millennium Development Goals by ending
malaria-related deaths by 2012. She also
consults on a variety of interfaith projects
and volunteerism efforts. In 2008, the US
State Department hosted Abdul-Ghafur on
an eight-city speaking tour of the United Kingdom to cultivate a conversation about Muslims
in the West. On this tour, Abdul-Ghafur spoke at the House of Commons of the United
Kingdom and the University of Oxford. She has been a guest on CNN and National Public
Radio and her work has been featured in The Boston Globe, The Atlanta JournalConstitution and The New York Times.
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MUNA ABRAHAM
Muna Abraham is a Palestinian-American
Attorney, born and raised here in Central Florida.
She is a first-generation college graduate and the
first-born child to her Palestinian migrants. Muna
obtained her Bachelor of Science Degree in Legal
Studies from the University of Central Florida (Go
Knights!) and her law degree from the University
of Florida Levin College of Law. During her
summer internship with Florida Capital Resource
Center. FCRC she assisted Florida’s top criminal
defense attorneys in the fight to keep the most
vulnerable defendants off of death row. Muna fell
in love with the world of criminal defense. She
joined the Ninth Judicial Circuit Office of the Public Defender in Fall 2018.

SUSAN ADAMS
Susan Adams is Senior Counsel, Marketing and
Performance Analysis at Intel Corporation. Prior to
joining Intel, Susan was a partner at Locke Lord
focusing on antitrust and commercial litigation.
Susan was lead trial counsel for the plaintiff in the
Doe v. Zia Sheikh case, a landmark case
representing the first significant civil judgment
against a Muslim cleric for sexual exploitation and
assault. She also represents pro bono general counsel,
the Texas Muslim Women’s Foundation, the Islamic
Center of Momin, and serves as an advisory board
member to American Muslim Professionals of Dallas.

AZIZ AHMAD
Aziz Ahmad is a trial attorney in the United States Department of Justice, Civil Rights
Division, Educational Opportunities Section, in Washington, D.C. He enforces federal
laws that protect students from discrimination and harassment on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, religion, and disability in public schools and institutions of higher
learning. Before joining the Civil Rights Division, Aziz was a Marvin M. Karpatkin Fellow
at the American Civil Liberties Union, where he litigated a number of racial justice cases
seeking to disrupt the school-to-prison pipeline. He received a J.D., with a specialization
in critical race theory, from UCLA.
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NADIA B. AHMAD
Nadia B. Ahmad is an Associate Professor at
Barry University School of Law. Professor
Ahmad’s research explores the intersections of
energy siting, the environment, and sustainable
development and draws on international
investment law and corporate social
responsibility. She has published over 30
scholarly articles and book chapters. In 2016,
she was recognized by the Orlando Business
Journal as a 40 Under 40 honoree for her
leadership and community involvement. Prior to joining the Barry Law faculty, she was
the inaugural Visiting Assistant Professor of Environmental Law at Pace Law School.
Professor Ahmad earned an undergraduate degree from the University of California at
Berkeley with high honors; law degree (J.D.) from the University of Florida Levin College
of Law; and a masters of law (LL.M.) in Environmental and Natural Resources Law from
the University of Denver Sturm College of Law. Professor Ahmad earned an undergraduate
degree from the University of California at Berkeley with high honors; law degree from
the University of Florida Levin College of Law; and a masters of law in Environmental
and Natural Resources Law from the University of Denver Sturm College of Law.

HUSSEIN AKHAVANNIK
Hussein Akhavannik is a Partner at DLA Piper,
where he focuses his practice on patent portfolio
management and IP due diligence for mergers and
acquisitions. He prosecutes patent applications for
various technologies related to the industrial
systems, medical devices, big data analytics,
automated vehicles, augmented reality, and
pharmaceuticals. Hussein spent almost four years at
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office as a patent
examiner and in the Patent Trial and Appeal Board
and the Office of the Solicitor. He leverages his understanding of the inner workings of
the USPTO, his technical background in electrical and biomedical engineering, and his
clients’ objectives to manage IP in a cost- effective manner.
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SHAHZAD AHMED
Shahzad Ahmed is a Board Certified Immigration
Attorney, one of only 8 percent of lawyers in the state
of Florida to be certified as an expert in Immigration and
Nationality Law. He was awarded the National
Advocates Top 100 Lawyers in 2015. Mr. Ahmed has
over 18 years’ experience and practices immigration law
exclusively. He was elected as the Orlando Regional
Vice-Chair for the American Immigration Lawyers
Association and as a liaison with the U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Service for 2013-14. Mr. Ahmed is a
Senior Partner and Immigration Attorney at Brink
Ahmed Immigration.

USMAN AHMED
Usman Ahmed is the Head of Global Public
Policy at PayPal Inc. His work covers a variety
of global issues including financial services
regulation, innovation, international trade, and
entrepreneurship. He has given talks on these
subjects at conferences and universities around
the world and has published in the World
Economic
Forum
Global
Information
Technology Report, MIT Press Innovations
Journal, and the Boston University International
Law Journal. He is also an Adjunct Professor of Law at Georgetown University Law
School where he teaches a course on Fintech Law and Policy. Prior to PayPal, Professor
Ahmed worked at a number of policy think tanks in the Washington DC area focusing on
good governance issues. Professor Ahmed earned his JD from University of Michigan,
his MA from Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service, and his BA from
University of Maryland
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MADIHHA AHUSAIN
Madihha Ahussain serves as special counsel for antimuslim bigotry at Muslim Advocates and heads the
Program to Counter Anti-Muslim Hate. Ms. Ahussain
works with a coalition of organizations to combat antiMuslim efforts by public officials. In addition, she
monitors hate crimes targeting American Muslims, works
with communities to respond to threats or incidents of
violence, and mosque opposition. During law school, she
interned with U.S. District Court Judge Edward Chen of
the Northern District of California, the Asian Law
Caucus, and the ACLU of Southern California. Ms.
Ahussain received her B.A. with a double major in
Sociology, and Psychology and Social Behavior from the
University of California at Irvine and earned her J.D. from the University of California,
Hastings College of the Law.

YASIN AMBA
Yasin Amba was born and raised in a small village
in southern Ethiopia and fled to San Diego,
California as a refugee in 1999 to escape the
Eritrean–Ethiopian War. Yasin obtained a Bachelor
of Arts degree from San Diego State University and
a law degree from Washington and Lee University
School of Law in Virginia. Yasin’s path to the
practice of criminal defense began shortly after his
experience as a summer associate at a large plaintiff
interest firm in Charleston, South Carolina his 2L
summer; the experience solidified his desire to be a
trial attorney. To build on the trial skills developed
as part of his law school’s award-winning mock trial team, he joined Orlando’s Office of
the Public Defender fall 2016. He represents indigent clients charged with crimes ranging
from simple possession of controlled substance to violent crimes.
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FATIMA HASSAN ALI
Fatima Hassan Ali is a litigation associate at Jones Day
in Houston, Texas, where she represents clients in
complex commercial litigation and intellectual
property disputes in state and federal courts. Fatima
has also worked at a trial boutique firm and clerked in
the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of
Texas, one of the nation's busiest federal courts. Prior
to attending Harvard Law School, Fatima worked with
the United Nations in Geneva focusing on genderbased violence in humanitarian crises, and as a legal
intern with the government of Rwanda drafting legal
instruments related to strategic foreign investments.
Fatima is currently a co-chair of the Diversity and
Inclusion Committee of the Houston Young Lawyers Association and a member of the
International Human Rights Committee of the State Bar of Texas.

LUKMAN S. AZEEZ
Lukman Azeez is a trial and appellate litigator at
Wiley Rein LLP in Washington, D.C. He has a wide
range of commercial litigation and appellate
experience, and has litigated cases at every stage in
federal and state court. Lukman has authored several
briefs at both the certiorari and merits stage at the
United States Supreme Court. From 2014-2016,
Lukman served as a law clerk to Judge Evan J.
Wallach of the United States Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit. Lukman graduated with highest
distinction from the University of Michigan in 2008, with a triple major in Biomedical
Engineering, Economics, and Organizational Studies. From 2008-2010, Lukman worked
as an Investment Banker at one of the world’s largest investment banks in New York City.
Lukman is a 2014 graduate of the Yale School of Management, and the Yale Law School,
where he served as Executive Editor of the Yale Journal of Law and Technology, and was
a recipient of the Frederick Frank Scholarship for Legal Studies.
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NIMRA AZMI
Nimra Azmi is a staff attorney at Muslim Advocates,
where her work includes impact litigation and
advocacy on a variety of issues including religious
liberty and anti-discrimination in immigration
policies, incarceration, employment, education, and
religious land use. Prior to joining Muslim Advocates,
Ms. Azmi was a litigation associate at Cadwalader,
Wickersham & Taft LLP in New York. Ms. Azmi
received her J.D. from Harvard Law School and her
B.A. in History cum laude from Barnard College of
Columbia University. During law school, she
participated in Harvard’s Immigration and Refugee
Clinic and served as an executive editor of the Harvard International Law Journal.

MAZEN BASRAWI
Mazen Basrawi is a trial attorney i n the Housing and Civil
Enforcement Section of the Department of Justice Civil Rights
Division where he enforces the Fair Housing Act, the Equal
Credit Opportunity Act, and RLUIPA. He litigated United States
v. Rutherford County, Tennessee, guaranteeing the Islamic Center
of Murfreesboro the right to open. Previously, he was Counsel to
Assistant Attorney General Tom Perez in the Civil Rights Division
working on post 9-11 backlash, disability rights and the civil
rights of Native Americans.

REEM ELKHALDI
Reem Elkhaldi is a Florida native who resides in Orlando with
her husband and two children. She graduated with her Bachelor's
degree from the University Of Central Florida (UCF) and with
her Juris Doctorate degree from Barry University School of Law.
Upon graduation, Reem began prosecuting cases in Orange
County, Florida and soon after joined the Special Victim's Unit
where she prosecuted Sex crimes, Domestic Violence cases and
crimes against children. After about four and a half years as an
Assistant State Attorney, Reem joined the Office of institutional
Equity at UCF as a Title IX Investigator. Currently, Reem is a
stay at home mother who is passionate about bringing awareness
to the impact that sexual harassment and assault has on our
communities.
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MIRIAM EQAB
Miriam Eqab is Managing Counsel, Global Trade, at
Tesla. She started her career in the U.S. Department
of Commerce conducting investigations into whether
foreign companies are engaged in illegal dumping
practices. After a move to Houston, TX, she worked
in the oil and gas sector, first with Baker Hughes as
the in-house subject matter expert on sanctions, antiboycott, export controls and customs issues; and then
with the Bristow Group (a helicopter services firm),
where her focus shifted to include ITAR-regulated
goods.

MUHAMMAD U. FARIDI
Muhammad U. Faridi is a Partner at Patterson
Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP. His practice focuses on
complex commercial litigation, including disputes
related to structured finance transactions, breach of
fiduciary duty, international joint ventures, and fraud.
He has handled a wide variety of litigation matters at
various stages— including jury and bench trials and
appeals—for large financial institutions (such as
financial guarantors and hedge funds), international
manufacturing conglomerates, large pharmaceutical
companies, and not-for- profit organizations. He has
also advised clients with interests in distressed businesses, and his clients have recouped
billions of dollars through litigation and out-of-court settlements. Mr. Faridi has been
recognized by several professional associations and organizations. He received The Legal
Aid Society’s Pro Bono Publico Award for multiple years, MFY Legal Services, Inc.’s
Partner in Justice Award, and the Brooklyn Bar Association Volunteer Lawyers Project’s
TD Bank Champion of Justice Award.
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DORI FOSTER-MORALES
Dori Foster-Morales is president-elect of the
Florida Bar. She is Board Certified in Marital and
Family Law and is a certified Family Law Trial
Advocate of the National Board of Trial
Advocacy. Additionally, she is a fellow in the
American and International Academies of
Matrimonial Lawyers, a fellow and member of
The Florida Bar Foundation, a fellow in the
American Bar Foundation and a fellow in the
American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers
Foundation. A veteran Board of Governors
member, who also leads the organization’s highprofile Committee on Mental Health and Wellness of Florida Lawyers, she is well-known
across the state for raising awareness about the importance of balancing a legal career and
family life. Elected to the Board of Governors in 2008, Foster-Morales has also chaired the
Certification Plan Appeals Committee and the Annual Convention Committee. She
currently serves on the Board of Governors’ Communications and Legislation committees.

HIBA GHALIB
Ms. Hiba Ghalib is an immigration attorney
and partner with Kuck | Baxter Immigration,
LLC. She has over a decade of experience in
immigration law and is a leading immigration
attorney in Atlanta, Georgia. A graduate of the
University of Michigan and Wayne State
University Law School, Ms. Ghalib guides
families through the immigration process and
assists with both consular processing and
applications for family members already in the
United States. Ms. Ghalib represents clients in deportation and removal defense. Ms.
Ghalib also works with employers in leading them through the proper processing of hiring
and employing foreign nationals. She routinely advises companies regarding compliance
with regard to immigration laws and regulations, and works hand-in-hand with investors
in navigating the complex EB-5 immigrant investor program. She works frequently with
refugees from Syria, Iraq and other parts of the Middle East, assisting them in resettlement.
She represents individuals in matters involving waivers of inadmissibility, detention and
bond, and federal court litigation. Ms. Ghalib is a recognized expert on asylum and refugee
matters, and has been featured on various news segments including the Washington Post,
AJC, NBC, CNN, CBS, and NPR. Ms. Ghalib gives numerous presentations at seminars
and presents at Continuing Legal Education (CLE) programs on immigration law
throughout the country. She is a member of the Middle Eastern Interest Group (MEIG)
and serves on the Board of Directors of the Islamic Speakers Bureau, a volunteer attorney
for the International Refugee Assistance Project (IRAP), a member of the Michigan Bar
Association and is active in the American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA).
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TAGHRID HASSAN
Taghrid G. Hassan, Esq. has been practicing
law for nearly 20 years exclusively in the areas
of family law and immigration. She has helped
countless families immigrate to the United
States through family, through business
entrepreneurship, or as asylees and has assisted
many to become US citizens. She has a passion
for guiding families through the difficult
process of divorce and separation to promote
harmonious family relationships. She is a
Florida Supreme Court Certified Family
Mediator and has been appointed as guardian ad litem by the court in family and domestic
violence cases. Ms. Hassan received her Juris Doctor from Brooklyn Law School and
graduated Magna Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Arts from Brooklyn College of the City
University of New York.

RAMZI KASSEM
Ramzi Kassem is a Professor of Law at the City
University of New York where he co-directs the
Immigrant & Non-Citizen Rights Clinic and is the
founding director of the CLEAR project. With his
students, he represents prisoners of various
nationalities held at Guantánamo Bay and other
secret or disclosed American facilities worldwide,
New Yorkers and others of all stripes who find
themselves in the crosshairs of the sprawling U.S.
security state, as well as immigrants and asylumseekers. Before joining the CUNY law faculty,
Kassem taught at Yale and Fordham. His interests
include issues at the intersection of law and
security, the legal and policy responses to the
September 11th attacks and other real or perceived national security crises, the rights of
minorities and non-citizens, and international humanitarian law.
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AWAIS KHALEEL
Awais Khaleel serves as an Assistant District Attorney for
the Dane County District Attorney’s Office. As a prosecutor,
he has successfully tried major sexual assault cases and
his primary focus is crimes against children. Prior to
becoming an ADA, Awais was an associate with a boutique
Washington, DC civil rights law firm that advocates for
victims of employment discrimination. Awais is a graduate
of the University of Wisconsin and the Howard University
School of Law. He began his legal career working for
KARAMAH: Muslim Women Lawyers for Human
Rights where he had a wonderful boss.

ALIYA KHALIDI
Aliya S. Khalidi serves as an Assistant District
Attorney and Director of Hiring, Training, and
Professional Development for Middlesex District
Attorney Marian T. Ryan. During her time with the
Middlesex District Attorney’s Office, she prosecuted
both misdemeanor and felony offenses in both the
trial courts and juvenile courts. She also writes
appellate briefs and conducts appellate arguments. In
2018, she was honored as Mentor of the Year by the
South Asian Bar Association of Greater Boston. In
2017, she was accepted into the Women’s Bar
Association’s Women’s Leadership Initiative. In
2012, she was honored as one of India New England’s Woman of the Year finalists.
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DIMA KHALIDI
Dima Khalidi is the founder and director of
Palestine Legal and Cooperating Counsel with
the Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR). She
oversees Palestine Legal’s array of legal and
advocacy work to protect people speaking out for
Palestinian rights from attacks on their civil and
constitutional rights. Prior to founding Palestine
Legal in 2012, Dima worked with CCR as a
cooperating attorney on the Mamilla Cemetery
Campaign, submitting a Petition to United
Nations officials to stop the desecration of an
ancient Muslim cemetery in Jerusalem, and
advocating on behalf of Palestinian descendants
of individuals interred in the cemetery. As a
volunteer and Ella Baker intern at CCR, she also worked on numerous cases that sought to
hold Israeli officials and corporations accountable for Israeli violations of international law,
as well as on CCR’s Guantanamo Bay docket. As a law student, she interned with the
People’s Law Office in Chicago, assisting in the acquittal of Palestinian-American
Muhammad Salah on major federal criminal charges. Dima has advocated on Palestinian
rights issues in media forums such as The New York Times, The Washington Post, The
Hill, Democracy Now!, The Nation, Al Jazeera, Huffington Post, The Birmingham News,
In These Times, Jacobin, NPR, Law and Disorder Radio, and KPFK's Middle East in Focus,
among others.
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SAJID KHAN
Sajid A. Khan has worked as a Deputy Public
Defender in San Jose, CA since 2008 representing
people in adult and juvenile criminal cases and now
handles homicides. In 2016, his colleagues presented
him "The Heart of the Office Award" for his service to
the community and the people he represents. Sajid
maintains a blog on social and criminal justice,
"Closing Arguments," at thesajidakhan.tumblr.com,
and is a contributing author for the National
Association for Public Defense (NAPD) and Silicon
Valley De-Bug. Sajid, along with representatives
from De-Bug, speaks at events nationally about the
value and methodology of the Participatory Defense
Model. Sajid also co-hosts The Aider & Abettor
Podcast he and his friend and public defender colleague Avi Singh talk criminal law, society
and justice. Sajid received his B.A. from UC Berkeley and J.D. from UC Hastings College
of the Law.

UROOJ KHAN
Urooj Khan is a Pakistani-American attorney who was
born in Karachi, Pakistan and immigrated to New York
with her family when she was young. She grew up in
the suburbs of New York City, and completed her
undergraduate degree at Swarthmore College in
Pennsylvania, where she majored in Political Science
and minored in Islamic studies. After college, she spent
two years as an English teacher in a high school in
Washington D.C., and then returned to New York to
complete her J.D. at Columbia Law School. After
graduation, she spent a few years as an associate at
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison's New York
offices, where her practice consisted largely of complex
commercial civil litigation, along with a significant
pro-bono practice that included handled prisoners’
rights litigation, post-conviction habeas petitions, and
asylum cases. She left private practice a year ago to join the Bronx Defenders as a public
defender in the Criminal Defense Practice, and could not be happier with the move.
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ZAHRA KHAN
Zahra Khan is a Partner at International Law Partners
LLP in Hollywood, Florida. She is an experienced
attorney who serves injured clients in personal injury
matters, for whom she regularly obtains large
settlements. Zahra also serves as general counsel for
prominent for-profit and non-profit corporations in
Florida, helping them prevent new issues from
arising and working through litigation when
necessary. She has developed a special niche in
construction law and focuses a substantive part of her
practice on this area of law. Finally, Zahra serves as
real estate counsel on complex development projects
and multi-million dollar purchases. Zahra earned her law degree from Nova Southeastern
University in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, and has been admitted to the Florida Bar since. Prior
to law school, Zahra earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology from Emory University
in Atlanta, Georgia. Born in Iran, and later raised in India, Zahra is fluent in Farsi, Urdu,
Hindi and English.

MAHSA KHANBABAI
Attorney Mahsa Khanbabai has dedicated her legal
career to immigration and naturalization issues,
representing individual, nonprofit, educational and
business clients. She assists clients with employment
visas, asylum cases, family petitions, and citizenship
applications, as well as other immigration related
matters. A significant part of Mahsa's practice is
devoted to assisting foreign dental students,
international medical graduates with J-1 Waiver
issues, as well as other employment related work visa
matters. She has been an active member of the
American Immigration Lawyers Association for over 16 years and currently serves as the
Secretary of the New England Chapter. In her capacity as member of the Congressional
Liaison committee she has worked closely with congressional offices to advise on
legislative policy and as a CBP Liaison worked with CBP officials on issues related to visa
entry at airport and border posts. Attorney Khanbabai is an active member of the
International Medical Graduate Taskforce, an association of immigration attorneys
specializing in physician related immigration.
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RAAFIA LARI
Raafia M. Lari is an Assistant Attorney General
for the State of Texas, investigating and
prosecuting white collar and public integrity
crimes. She previously served as an Assistant
District Attorney in the Financial Frauds Bureau
of the Manhattan DA’s Office. Prior to venturing
into criminal justice, Raafia worked at Debevoise
& Plimpton LLP where she handled a broad range
of matters including complex commercial, white
collar criminal, investigations, international
arbitration,
appellate
and
pro
bono
representations, in state, federal, and international disputes. Raafia enjoys contributing to
her local community through roles such as a Commissioner on the City of Austin’s Ethics
Review Commission, and an upcoming appointment as Adjunct Professor for the
University of Texas Law School. Raafia earned her J.D. from the University of Michigan
Law School, and her B.A. in Russian, Eastern European, and Eurasian Studies from the
University of Texas.

JUSTICE ALAN LAWSON
Charles Alan Lawson is an attorney and jurist
from Florida. He has served as a justice of the
Supreme Court of Florida since 2016, when he
was appointed by Governor Rick Scott. He
previously was a judge on the Florida Fifth
District Court of Appeal. He served as an
associate and partner at the law firm of Steel
Hector & Davis, Miami and Tallahassee,
Florida, from 1987 to 1995. He served as
general counsel at Verses Wear, Inc., in 1996.
He served as an Assistant County Attorney,
Orange County, Florida, from 1997 to 2001.
He served as a Judge of the Ninth Judicial
Circuit Court of Florida, from 2002 to 2005.
He served as a Judge of the Florida Fifth
District Court of Appeal from 2005 to 2016
and served as Chief Judge of that Court from
2015 to 2016. He received an Associate of
Arts degree, summa cum laude, in 1981 from
Tallahassee Community College. He received
a Bachelor of Science degree, summa cum
laude, in 1983 from Clemson University. He received a Juris Doctor, Order of the Coif and
summa cum laude, in 1987 from Florida State University College of Law
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SABEEN MALIK
Ms. Malik is a senior policy advisor with Google. She
has spent her education and career pursuits on
becoming a leader on law and economic development
issues; innovation economies; tech policy; and next
generation economic trends. She served as a senior
advisor to the Under Secretary of State for Economic
Growth, Energy, and the Environment. Ms. Malik is
an unrepentant global enthusiast passionate about
international economic trends and business issues.
She also is an expert on bridging differences with the
public and private sector to create international
partnerships addressing issues such as access to the
internet for the next 1.5 billion users, global
unemployment trends, White House initiatives on
global
entrepreneurship,
and
environmental
degradation of the oceans. Prior to public service at the U.S. Department of State working
for two presidential appointees, Ms. Malik focused on academic interests in international
business and economic law including research at the Georgetown University Law Center
on international investment law issues, and clerking for the New York Commercial
Division and the U.S. International Trade Commission.

ADEEL MANGI
Adeel Mangi is a partner at Patterson Belknap Webb &
Tyler, LLP. Mr. Mangi specializes complex commercial
disputes, with particular expertise in false advertising and
pharmaceutical industry litigation. Among Mr. Mangi’s
honors are Pro Bono Attorney of the Year (South Asian
Bar Association-NY), and “Future Star” for New York
(Benchmark: America’s Leading Litigation Firms and
Attorneys). Mr. Mangi serves on the Boards of Directors
of the Legal Aid Society, the Muslim Bar Association of
New York, and the National LGBT Bar Association, and
on the Advisory Board of the Alliance of Families for
Justice.
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EDWARD MITCHELL
Edward Ahmed Mitchell serves as Executive Director of CAIR
Georgia. Mitchell, a graduate o f Morehouse C o l l e g e a n d
Georgetown University Law Center, previously served as a
criminal prosecutor for the City of Atlanta. He is also an editor
of AtlantaMuslim.com, a member of the Georgia Association
of Muslim Lawyers, and a member of the Board of Trustees of
the Islamic Community Center of Atlanta. Mitchell embraced
Islam during his studies at Morehouse College, where he
served as captain of the school’s Mock Trial Team, president of
the Honors Program Club, and editor-in-chief of the campus
newspaper, The Maroon Tiger.

MOHAMED YUSUF MOHAMMED
Mohamed Yusuf Mohamed leads Tesla’s employment,
immigration and s a f e t y and h e a l t h legal
practices worldwide.
He previously ser ve d as
Associate Ge neral Counsel for Wayne Farms LLC, and as
a trial attorney with the Office of the Solicitor of the U.S.
Department of Labor in Washington, DC.

SENATOR MUJTABA MOHAMMAD
The fight for children and families is personal for Mujtaba. The
importance of creating fairness and opportunity for all is critical
to him. Giving priority to those most vulnerable in our
community is his life’s mission.Over the years, Mujtaba has been
a tireless advocate for children and families, acquiring an
intimate understanding of the challenges that everyday families
encounter through his work as a former staff attorney and child
advocate at the Council for Children’s Rights, and a fighter for
indigent people as an Assistant Public Defender in CharlotteMecklenburg. As a proud product of Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Schools and graduate of the University of North Carolina
Charlotte, Mujtaba knows firsthand the role that a strong public
education system can play in opening the doors of opportunity
for all our families. He is also a proud graduate of North Carolina
Central School of Law. Senator Mujtaba Mohammed is completing his first term and serves on the
following committees: Judiciary, State & Local Government, and Appropriations on Agricultural,
Economic, and Natural Resources.
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SAMAN MOVASSAGHI
Saman Movassaghi Gonzalez is the Managing
Attorney at Florida Immigration Law Counsel. Her
experience and expertise in immigration litigation
has led to multiple Avvo awards and other
accolades, including the Clients’ Choice for 2017
Immigration Attorney. Her experience has also
allowed her to teach a new generation of lawyers as
an adjunct professor of law at Nova Southeastern
University, and she also regularly speaks on
immigration matters. Saman’s passion for
immigration law stems from her personal life as the daughter of immigrants. She personally
understands the struggle of immigrants and the children of immigrants navigating through
the bureaucratic process of immigration law.

MUIZZ RAFIQUE
Muizz Rafique is currently Associate General Counsel of
Global Employment at Coinbase, a digital currency wallet
and platform where merchants and consumers can transact
with new digital currencies like bitcoin. Prior to Coinbase,
he worked in-house at SolarCity and Tesla. Before going
in house, he was an employment litigator at Littler
Mendelson and Morgan Lewis. He has served as pro bono
employment counsel for several mosques and non profits.
He is also a contributing author for the IMANwire blog run
by Al-Madina Institute. A native of Southern California,
he currently lives and works in Northern California with his
wife and two daughters.
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BAHRAM SAMIE
Bahram has served as an Assistant United States Attorney
in the District of Minnesota for over nine years, handling
a variety of civil matters on behalf of the United States.
Bahram is the Civil Rights Coordinator for the Civil
Division of the United States Attorney's Office. He has
investigated and litigated civil rights cases involving
disability discrimination, discrimination in housing and
public education, and discrimination by state and local
governments in land use decisions involving religious
organizations. Bahram also teaches the Civil Rights Moot
Court Clinic at the University of Minnesota Law School,
in which he oversees three law students who work on civil
rights investigations and lawsuits, many of which involve fair housing issues. Prior to
joining the United States Attorney's Office, Bahram was a judicial clerk for Judge Michael
J. Davis of the U.S. District Court for the District of Minnesota.

MONA SAHAF
Mona Sahaf is a Senior Trial Attorney at the
Department of Justice, Criminal Division, Human
Rights and Special Prosecutions Section. Prior to
joining Main Justice, Mona worked in the Office of
Chief Counsel of the Financial Crimes Enforcement
Network (FinCEN), a bureau of the Department of
Treasury, and as an AUSA at the U.S. Attorney’s
Office for the District of Columbia where she
prosecuted violent crime and national security cases.
She is a 2004 graduate of Boston University School of Law.

SEHRISH SIDDIQUI
Sehrish is a member in the Corporate and Securities
Group of Bass, Berry and Sims. She counsels national
and international public and private companies on a
variety of transactions and matters, primarily related
to corporate finance, compliance and governance.
Sehrish is involved in various firm leadership roles,
legal industry associations and community
organizations. She is part of the American Bar
Association’s Young Lawyers Division, Business
Law Section and Non Profit Organizations
Committee. She also serves on the board of the
National Association of Muslim Lawyers and the Islamic Society of North America.
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HONORABLE DAVID SHAHEED
Judge David Shaheed has a rich legal career
spanning more than 30 years, including 20 years as
a judge in both criminal and civil courts. In 2005,
Judge Shaheed launched Marion County’s Re-entry
Court, only the second re- entry court in the State
of Indiana. Shaheed was named “Judge of the Year”
in 2007 by The Indiana Correctional Association
for his work with ex-offenders and defendants
seeking recovery from substance abuse. As a
lawyer, Shaheed spent eight years as co-counsel in
the wrongful case of the Estate of Michael Taylor
v. The City of Indianapolis, ultimately winning a
$3.5 million-dollar verdict in 1996 for the mother
of a sixteen-year-old African-American youth
found dead while in police custody. Although the
police department claimed Taylor committed
suicide by shooting himself in the head while in the
back seat of the patrol car, Shaheed and legendary
civil rights attorney, John Moss, convinced an allwhite jury to award damages for the wrongful death of the teenager. Currently, Shaheed is
an associate professor at Indiana University’s School of Public and Environmental Affairs
(SPEA) in Indianapolis.

HASSAN SHIBLY
Hassan Shibly, the son of Syrian immigrants, was raised
in Buffalo New York. His father, an oral surgeon, and
mother, an orthodontist, instilled in Hassan an
immigrant's wonder and determination. He interned with
the New York Civil Liberties Union and has written
opinions for two New York Supreme Court Judges. In
Western New York, Hassan has worked with various
legal organizations including Muslim Advocates,
National Lawyers Guild, Erie County Bar Association
and Erie County Family Court, to help develop programs
that protect the Civil Rights of all Americans, and help
the American Muslim Community integrate and
contribute to America. He has appeared numerous times
in both local and national media outlets including CNN,
NPR, Voice of America, the New York Times, the Toronto Star and the Buffalo News for
his work protecting civil liberties and promoting understanding of the Muslim faith.
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HONORABLE DARREN SOTO
Darren Soto was elected to Congress in 2016 to
represent Florida’s 9th Congressional District,
which includes all of Osceola county, and parts of
Orange and Polk counties. Darren is proud to be the
first person of Puerto Rican descent to serve in
Congress from Florida. Darren Soto is an
accomplished lawyer, legislator, environmentalist,
and proud progressive representing the diverse,
hardworking people of Central Florida in Congress.
After graduating law school, Darren went into
practice in Orlando to stand up for people in the courtroom (and play music on the side).
He became involved with the Young Democrats and was elected to the Florida House at
the age of 29. He served for 5 and a half years in the Florida House of Representatives
before he was elected to Florida Senate, where he served for 4 years. During his nearly 10
years in the Florida Legislature, Darren worked to bring high-paying, high tech jobs to
Central Florida; protect our clean air, land, and water; expand and protect health care; help
families facing foreclosure; and improve education. Darren is a graduate of Rutgers
University and George Washington University School of Law.

SARAH USMAN
Sarah Usman graduated from the University of
Miami School of Law, where she served as the
Executive Editor of the University of Miami
Business Law Review and was selected as a
member of the Charles C. Papy Jr. Moot Court
Board, advancing as a finalist in the national
Duberstein Moot Court Competition in both
2016 and 2017. While in law school, Sarah also
served as a judicial intern to the Honorable
Robert A. Mark and the Honorable John K.
Olson at the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Florida. Sarah
began her career in civil litigation before joining the State Attorney's Office in Jacksonville,
Florida earlier this year. Sarah was born and raised in Miami, Florida and earned
undergraduate degrees in both accounting and finance from Florida International
University.
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W. JOHN VANDENBERG
W. John Yahya Vandenberg, co-founder of Hogan &
Vandenberg LLC, has extensive experience in
immigration litigation and business immigration,
including federal appellate litigation, asylum litigation,
and deportation defense. He has briefed and argued before
the U.S. Court of Appeal for the Third Circuit, the U.S.
District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, the
Board of Immigration Appeals, and U.S. Immigration
Courts in Philadelphia, PA, York, PA, Newark, NJ, New
York, NY, and Falls Church, VA. In 2009, he won a
Petition for Review for a young Peruvian student. Torres
v. Attorney General of the United States, 348 Fed. Appx.
796, (3d Cir. 2009). There, the Third Circuit ordered the
Board of Immigration Appeals to Reopen Ms. Torres old removal case, handed down when
she was a teenager. In 2010, Ms. Torres was finally granted U.S. Lawful Permanent
Resident status.

KHURRUM WAHID
Khurrum Wahid is an attorney and
partner in the Coral Gables law firm,
Wahid Vizcaino LLP and the political
consulting firm BGW Consultants. Mr.
Wahid focuses his practice on
defending those accused of white collar
crimes including national security
related matters both within and outside
of the United States. Mr. Wahid has
litigated financial crimes based on
structuring violations, money laundering, sections of the Patriot Act, material support of
terrorism, violations of Presidential executive orders, sections of the Bank Secrecy Act,
violations of the Office of Foreign Asset Control (OFAC), and numerous other statutes.
Mr. Wahid also specializes in cyber security crimes and related civil litigation. He has
conducted investigations in numerous countries to gather evidence in order to challenge
the United State government’s assertions against his clients. He has appeared as a guest
commentator on CNN, MSNBC, Fox News, National Public Radio, and various other
television and radio shows across the nation.
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AFIA YUNUS
Afia is the Principal Attorney and
Founder of Yunus Law, with an office in
Philadelphia and Chicago. Her practice
focuses exclusively on U.S. Immigration
and Nationality Law. She represents
clients from all over the country and
abroad
in
employment
based
immigration, family based immigration,
and also in removal defense before the
U.S. Immigration Court and Board of
Immigration Appeals.
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PROFESSOR SHERMAN JACKSON

Sherman A. Jackson is the King Faisal Chair of Islamic Thought and Culture, Professor
of Religion and Professor of American Studies and Ethnicity and Director of the Center
for Islamic Thought, Culture and Practice (CITCAP) at the University of Southern
California. He is author of Islamic Law and the State: The Constitutional Jurisprudence
of Shihāb al-Dīn al-Qarāfī (Brill, 1996), On the Boundaries of Theological Tolerance in
Islam: Abū Hāmid al-Ghazālī’s Fayṣal al-Tafriqa (Oxford, 2002), Islam and the
Blackamerican: Looking Towards the Third Resurrection (Oxford, 2005), Islam and the
Problem of Black Suffering (Oxford, 2009), Sufism for Non-Sufis: Ibn ‘Aṭā’ Allāh alSakandarī’s Tāj al-‘Arūs (Oxford 2012), and Initiative to Stop the Violence: Sadat’s
Assassins and the Renunciation of Political Violence (Yale, 2015). He has authored
numerous articles on various aspects of Islamic law, theology, history and Islam and
Muslims in modern America. He is listed by Religion Newswriters Foundation's
ReligionLink as one of the top ten experts on Islam in America. And he has been named
several times among the top 500 most influential Muslims in the world by the Royal
Islamic Strategic Studies Center in Amman, Jordan and the Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal
Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding. Among his proudest moments, however,
was his being asked to deliver the eulogy at the funeral of the legendary American
Muslim, Muhammad Ali. His work as a scholar and intellectual is uniquely devoted to
placing the classical Islamic intellectual, religious and spiritual tradition into robust and
meaningful conversation with the challenges and opportunities confronting Muslims in
the modern world.
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LOCAL ATTRACTIONS

PLACES TO VISIT (OUTDOORS)
Amusement Parks
•

Disney World

•

Universal Studios

•

Sea World

•

Legoland Florida

Orlando Magic (NBA) Home Games
•
•

Friday, November 1st: Milwaukee Bucks (7:00 pm)
Saturday, November 2nd: Denver Nuggets (7:00 pm)

Wild Florida Airboats and Gator Park
Admission Price: $18 + tax adult, $15 + tax child (ages 3-12)).
Admission free with purchase of airboat tour.
Hours of Operation: Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

PLACES TO VISIT (INDOORS)
Sea Life Orlando Aquarium
Admission Price: $25 adult, $20 child
Hours of Operation: 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Kennedy Space Center
Admission Price: $57 adult, $47 child (ages 3-11)
Hours of Operation: 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; vary by season
The WHEEL at Icon Park (Orlando Eye)
Admission Price: Please view our website for pricing information
Hours of Operation: Fri.-Sat., 10 a.m. to 12 a.m.
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LOCAL ISLAMIC CENTERS & MASJIDS

Islamic Center of Orlando
11543 Ruby Lake Road
Orlando, FL
Masjid Al-Rahman
1089 North Goldenrod Road
Orlando, FL
Masjid al-Quddus
312 South Parramore Avenue
Orlando, FL 32805
Jaffaria Islamic Center of Florida
1500 Old Vineland Road
Kissimmee, FL 34746
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HALAL RESTAURANTS IN THE AREA

Istanbul Grill
9428 S Orange Blossom Trail
Orlando, FL
Cedar Halal Food & Grill
12100 E Colonial Dr
Orlando, FL
Tabla Restaurant
5847 Grand National Dr.
Orlando, FL
Charcoal Zyka
10249 S John Young Pkwy
Orlando, FL
The Mexican Camel
5752 International Dr.
Orlando, FL
Oh My Gyro
1150 W SR 434
Orlando, FL
King O Falafel
5045 W Irlo Bronson Memorial Hwy
Orlando, FL

AND MANY MORE! ASK A LOCAL FOR RECOMMENDATIONS!
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NAML 2019 STEERING COMMITTEE
Thank you to our Conference Chairs and volunteers, all of whom made a valuable contribution in
planning this conference.
Conference Chair
Yasir Billoo
Finance / Sponsorship Committee Chair
Hina Hussain
Marketing / Publicity Committee Chair
Aliya Khalidi
Programming Committee
Chair Asifa Quraishi-Landes
Chair Nadia B. Ahmad
Gadeir Abbas
Yasir Billoo
Bilal Faruqui
Nausheen Hassan
Awais Khaleel
Nishad Khan
Sajid Khan
Asad Rahman
Sehrish Siddiqui
Saleema Snow
Irfan Vaid
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
NAML extends a very special thank you to each of the sponsors of the 2019
Annual Conference for their generous contributions.
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Locke Lord is committed to
providing support not only for
our clients, but for the
communities we serve.

Thank you National Association of
Muslim Lawyers for providing
professional networking and
mentorship among Muslim legal
professionals and law students
in the United States.

Practical Wisdom, Trusted Advice.
www.lockelord.com
Atlanta | Austin | Boston | Chicago | Cincinnati | Dallas | Hartford | Hong Kong Houston
| London | Los Angeles | Miami | New Orleans | New York | Princeton Providence | San
Francisco | Stamford | Washington DC | West Palm Beach
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NAML
AFFILIATES
NAML
AFFILIATES
The NAML Board of Directors represents:
Association of Muslim American Lawyers (AMAL)
Bay Area Muslim Bar Association (BAMBA)
Capital Area Muslim Bar Association (CAMBA)
Dallas-Fort Worth Muslim Bar Association
Florida Muslim Bar Association
Georgia Association of Muslim Lawyers (GAML)
Michigan Muslim Bar Association
Muslim Bar Association of Chicago
Muslim Bar Association of Houston
Muslim Bar Association of Southern California
National Muslim Law Students Association
New England Muslim Bar Association (NEMBA)
New Jersey Muslim Lawyers Association
Philadelphia Muslim Lawyers
NAML also maintains a cooperative relationship with:
Muslim Advocates
KARAMAH: Muslim Women Lawyers for Human Rights

